1923 FORDMODEL T

By: Irving Jensen, Jr.

Model T Touring; Serial: 5337554

The car that started it all! Our Ford Model T is a 1923 touring car powered by Ford’s own
177 cubic inch four-cylinder “en bloc” motor (that is, all four cylinders in one block, as common

now, rather than in individual castings, as common then) producing 20.2 horsepower for a top

speed of 40-45 mph.
The Model
T is rear-wheel
drive vehicle with a
planetary gear-type
transmission billed
as “three speed.” By
today’s standards
it is considered a
two-speed, since
one of the three
speeds counted was
reverse. The Model
T’s transmission is
controlled with three

foot pedals and a lever

that is mounted to
the road side of the
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driver’s seat. The throttle is controlled with a lever on the steering wheel. There is no separate

clutch pedal.

The Model T suspension employs a transversely mounted semi-elliptical spring for each

of the front and rear axles, which are “live,” i.e., not an independent suspension. The car is fitted

with 30 inch pneumatic tires. The old nomenclature for tire size changed from 30%3 to 21” (rim
diameter) x 4.50 (tire width). The wheelbase of the car is 99 inches.

The car’s 10 gallon fuel tank is mounted to the frame beneath the front seat. Because fuel

19



20

relies on gravity to flow forward from the fuel tank to the
carburetor (no fuel pump), a Model T cannot climb steep
hills when the fuel level is low. The immediate solution
was often to drive up steep hills in reverse. In 1926, the
fuel tank was relocated forward under the cowl on most

models.

The Ford Model T (a.k.a. “the Tin Lizzie” and
“Flivver”) was produced by Henry Ford’s Ford Motor
Company from 1908 to 1927. It is generally regarded as
the first affordable automobile, the car that “put America
on wheels;” some of this was because of Ford’s innovations, including assembly line production
instead of individual hand-crafting, as well as the concept of paying the workers a wage
proportionate to the cost of the car, so that they would provide a ready made market. The first
production Model T was built on September 27, 1908, at the Piquette Plant in Detroit, Michigan.

Our Model T was purchased new by W.R. Beppert of LaCoste, Texas from Adams
Company in Devine, Texas (a neighboring community) in October of 1921. After Mr. Beppert

there were two other owners before I purchased the car in 1956.
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Ownership History:

W.R. Beppert Oct, 1921 — Aug. 10, 1946 <45 years *
Max R. Sibert Aug. 10, 1946 —Mar. 25,1954 <8 years *
Robert M. Dale Mar. 25, 1954 —Mar. 13, 1956 2 years *
Irving F. Jensen, Jr. Mar. 13, 1956 — present

* Dates taken from original Texas transfer documents and vehicle registrations

In the middle 1950°s Tigger and I were living in San Antonio, Texas where I was
stationed as a Lieutenant in the United States Air Force. I purchased the Model-T in the spring
of 1956 from San Antonio Express-News editorial cartoonist Mr. Robert “Bob” Dale for $146.60
including tax! During the transaction, Tigger made a comment to June (Mr. Dale’s wife) about it
being a good idea to purchase the car so I could get this old car-thing “out of my system.” June
took pity on Tigger saying, “Young lady, this is just the beginning.” It probably goes without
saying, but she may have been a prophet!

San Antonio Express-News
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The body of the Model T was in good shape. And, save for the rear fenders, the paint was

in satisfactory condition as well. The rear fenders were painted in gray primer. The folding top

was old and faded, but replacing it would have to wait since the upholstery was in tatters (and

therefore a higher priority). I could only afford so much as a young Air Force Lieutenant with a

family to support.

As I began driving the car, a couple mechanical issues hampered my fun. The first issue

was the condition of the tires. I suffered one flat tire after another. Unfortunately, buying a new

set of tires was also financially out-of-the-question. So I patched and patched the old inner tubes

trying to get by. In fact, I patched them so frequently that the attendants at the nearby service

station knew me well! The issue was finally resolved when my father shipped me a new set of

tires; I think he grew tired of hearing about my problems.

While living in San Antonio I became acquainted with other Model T enthusiasts in the

area; most notable was J.D. Powell.

J.D. was very helpful, especially when I was confronted with the next issue ... a rattling

sound emanating from the engine. The noise was caused by failure of the main rod bearings.

With J.D.’s encouragement I handled the repair work myself. Best of all, J.D. provided a place to

work on the car, tools, and all the free advice I needed. And thus I found myself working under

a carport outside of “J.D. Powell s Ice House” Southwest of San Antonio. I quickly learned than

an “Ice House” is not where ice is stored ... in the south, an “Ice House” is synonymous with a

bar!

I successfully disassembled the engine, had new rod bearings poured, and reassembled it

again. I also replaced the bands in the transmission. But due to my limited budget, I didn’t go any
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further with the mechanical work than absolutely necessary. I only addressed the critical issues
so I could get the car back on the road and enjoy it.

And drive it we did! Each night after I was off duty, my eldest daughter Mia would
accompany me on nightly drives around San Antonio. I have very fond memories of our trips
together.

When I left the service, I had the drive shaft disconnected and we towed the Model T
back to Sioux City behind our car.

In the years that followed, the engine was completely overhauled, Dick Keller replaced
the top, and we repainted the car. Although I drove it less frequently with each passing year, the
Model T was still important to me; for it sparked my interest in antique vehicles.

The Model-T parked in front of our ﬁrst house in Sioux City. 23



